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Luncheon to Honor  
Dr. Shamsher Prakash 
 
Colleagues and friends gathered to recognize Dr. Shamsher Prakash’s achievements and to thank him for 
the direction provided for the Geotechnical Case Histories and Earthquake conference series over the past 
four decades.   With plans for retirement, the 2013 conference was the last major professional activity 
planned on behalf of the Missouri University of Science and Technology. 
Dr. Prakash has dedicated his career to advancing the profession of Civil Engineering and mentoring 
tomorrow’s engineers. The American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) has recently honored him by 
awarding the Distinguished Membership of the Society. This is the highest recognition the Society 
confers on its members, second only to the title of ASCE President. Since 1852, only 615 individuals 
have received this recognition from ASCE. Dr. Prakash is the only IIT Roorkee alumnus who has 
received for this honor. 
This event, in part, recognized his exceptional service to the geotechnical profession, his pioneering work 
on liquefaction of fine-grained soils and seismic analysis of rigid retaining walls and authoring the first 
comprehensive text on soil dynamics. His work has revolutionized the use of geotechnical engineering 
case histories in both professional practice and in education.  
Time Event/Program 
12:00 – 01:00 pm Assemble in Pre-convene area 
 Socialize; Sign Greeting Card; Photo Collections 
 Enter Dining Hall 
01:00 – 01:50 pm Welcome, Overview and Introduction of the Platform Party 
Lunch Served 
01:50 – 02:00 pm Dr. Prakash: Distinguished Engineer, Educator, and Entrepreneur 
            Speaker: Dr. Sanjeev Kumar 
02:00 – 03:15 pm Dr. Prakash at Missouri S&T 
             Speakers: Dr. William Schonberg 
                               Ms. Sue Turner 
Semi-Technical Presentation, Role of Case Histories in the Future of Geotechnical 
Engineering 
 Speakers: Dr. Pedro Seco e Pinto and Dr. Vijay K. Puri 
Dr. Prakash: A Friend, A Colleague, and A Professional 
 Speaker: Prof. W. D. Liam Finn 
What does Receiving SP Award Mean to Me?  
 Speakers: Dr. Sissy Nikolaou, Dr. Ahmed Elgamal 
03:15 – 04:00 pm Dr. Prakash: As I Know 
 Speakers: Dr. I. M. Idriss, Dr. Ricardo Dobry                           
Dr. Prakash: Roorkee’s Pride 
 Speakers: Dr. Pradipta Banerji, Director of IIT Roorkee 
                              Dr. Anoop Verma, Dr. T.N. Gupta, Dr. Hari Sharma 
Time Event/Program 
04:00 – 04:15 pm Dr. Prakash: What it means to Missouri S&T 
             Speaker: Dr. Warren K. Wray, Provost and Senior VC, MST 
04:15 – 04:30 pm Concluding Remarks  
             Speaker: Dr. Edward Kavazanjian 
04:30 – 04:40 pm Comments by Mrs. Sally Prakash and Dr. Shamsher Prakash 
04:40 – 04:45 pm Vote of Thanks and Closing 
Dr. Sanjeev Kumar 
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